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Babylonian Times
Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, 

that made all of the earth drunken: the nations have drunken 
of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Jeremiah 51:7

NOT LOVIN' McJOBS

McDonalds is planning a campaign to remove the
word ‘McJob’ from the Oxford English Dictionary
(OEP).  The word has become synonymous of a job
with little satisfaction and low wages.  
The official OEP definition of a McJob (added to the
dictionary in March 2001) is:

“McJob (noun): An unstimulating, low-paid job with
few prospects, esp. one created by the expansion of
the service sector.”

Yep, still sounds pretty accurate and relevant to us.
Maccy D's is gonna have its work cut out...

LIKE A BAD JOKE AT A FUNERAL

The biannual BBC fare of Comic Relief has been and
gone, supported by power company nPower (a sub-
sidiary of German energy giant RWE).  What isn't tickling
the funny bone at the moment is the current actions of
nPower in Radley, Oxfordshire where the company has
slammed an injunction on campaigners trying to protect
a lake from having toxic waste dumped into it.  Even
Channel 4 picked up on the story that injunctions are
being slapped on anyone photographing or filming the
destruction - C4 risking injunction themselves!  
Also, if you saw any of the footage – theoretically, you
too have been injuncted!  Truly, truly bonkers. 

RED IN THE FACE

No red noses, but red faces all round as adrants.com, a
marketing news website, recently reported on the
celebrity-backed Red campaign.  Red is basically a cam-
paign to get money to charity through consumerism.
Apparently, last year Red spent $100 million dollars on
promotion and only brought in $18 million for charity.
Capitalism failing to help the world's poorest people
AGAIN then, Bono?  Shopping isn't the solution as buy-
ing to donate is a pretty crap idea anyway; just give
directly and bypass American Express, The Gap et al.
www.buylesscrap.org 
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GOING BANANAS
The US banana corporation Chiquita
has been fined by courts in Washington,
DC.  The company confessed to paying
millions of dollars to paramilitaries over
seven years in a bid to protect its banana
farms.  The Guardian reported that
Chiquita Brands International and sever-
al corporate officers paid about $1.7m
between 1997 and 2004 to the rightwing
United Self-Defence Forces of Colombia
(AUC). According to The Guardian the
AUC has been responsible for some of
the worst massacres in Colombia's civil
conflict and for much of the country's
cocaine exports. Chiquita also admitted
to making payments to the National
Liberation Army (ELN), and the leftist
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (Farc), as control of the com-
pany's banana-growing area shifted.
Chiquita has to pay $25m, plus interest,
over five years.  This fine is a mere snip
really, in 2004 Chiquita's net sales were
$ 3,071m.

PRIVATE PRIVATES
Wolverhampton may have missed out
on the new PFI 'UK Defence Training
Academy' (more on Wolves on the oppo-
site page); instead the honour of hosting
has gone to St Athan, Vale of Glamorgan

South Wales.  The estimated contract of
£16 billion has gone to the Metrix
Consortium which includes members
such as: QinetiQ, Serco, Open
University, Sodhexo and arms corpora-
tion Raytheon.

Welsh politicians are excited that the
new academy will create 5,000 jobs.
However, Gagged, the South Wales
anarchist newsletter, reported that these
jobs (3500 permanent 1500 trainees)
promised by 2012 will go to specialist
military personnel who will have to re-
locate.  Gagged believe that no-one else
in the region will benefit from the new
academy. 

NEWS FROM 
CORPORATE EUROPE

OBSERVATORY

On the 22nd March it was World Water
Day and over 60 civil society and labour
organisations from Europe and around
the world published a critical statement
about the policies of the European
Commission regarding water and sanita-
tion in developing countries.  The state-
ment and background information is
online at worldwaterday.eu

WATER, WATER
EVERYWHERE, 
£££'S TO DRINK

The privatisation of water supplies is
also a current campaign for anti-poverty
campaigning group World Development
Movement.  According to WDM, the
Nepalese government is about to sign a
contract with UK multinational Severn
Trent International - a deal that the peo-
ple of Nepal do not want.  Recently
Severn Trent were sacked for failing to
meet targets - including leaking - in
Guyana South America.

More about the campaign from:
www.wdm.org.uk

BAD VISTA, 
NO BISCUIT

The new Micro$oft release of Windows
Vista is filling techies with fear that the
new operating system will take comput-
ing back to the stone ages (or at least to
the mid-90s).  If you've updated to Vista,
here's what to expect:
•hardware not approved by Microsoft will
be disabled
•Vista will decide which software you can
use - in some cases even restricting
access to your own files.
•Audio and video will be deliberately
degraded and encrypted, slowing your
PC down in the process.

One techy, attests that Vista is 'like
installing a virus on your machine' .
Microsoft's sworn foes Apple are also
telling iTunes users to hold off installing
Vista as Vista's music software may not
work properly.

According to badvista.fsf.org, 'Vista
enforces new forms of Digital Rights
Management (DRM). DRM is more
accurately called Digital Restrictions
Management, because it is a technology
that Big Media and computer companies
try to impose on us all, in order to have
control over how our computers are
used'.  For non-techies, there's some
really good explanations as to why Vista
is bad on: 
badvista.fsf.org/what-s-wrong-with-
microsoft-windows-vista
and
www.inmyhumbleetc.co.uk/?p=22

Go treat your computer to free source-
ware and install a Linux operating sys-
tem instead (www.linux.org).   You know
it makes sense!

Corporate Watch

APRIL

2 - Public Meeting about Iraq with Houzan Mahmoud, a represen-
tative of the Organisation Of Women's Freedom in Iraq,
Brighton.Speaking on the current situation in Iraq, having just
recently returned. By Sussex Action for Peace, 7.30 p.m,
Brighthelm Centre, Brighton. More info on  www.safp.info 

3 – Noise demo against the Rio Blanco mining project in Peru,
London. The UK multinational Monterrico Metals is profiting from
this mine which threatens the local ecosystem and the local farming
communities in Northern Peru.  Meet at 10am in front of St. Paul's
Cathedral, London. 

5 - Expose Exxon Day, London.24 hours of protest at Exxon
(Esso) HQ.   Campaign Against Climate Change for more info:
www.campaigncc.org

5- 11 Spring Into Action, Nottingham.  Week of workshops,
events, music and action on climate change.
http://www.eastsideclimateaction.org.uk/ 

12 - Grand National Demonstration at Aintree, part of Horse
Racing Awareness Week 7-14 April.Protest against the cruelty of
the 'Grand National' and horse racing in general at 12 noon oppo-
site the main entrance to the Aintree Racecourse on the A59
(infront of Aintree railway station entrance). For more info:
www.veggies.org.uk/event.php?ref=995

21 - World Day for Laboratory Animals, Manchester.March and
rally against Manchester Airport because every week animals are
shipped in the cargo holds of planes destined for vivisection labs.
www.veggies.org.uk/event.php?ref=20 

28 - Jubilee Debt Campaign Annual Conference: Debt & Power -
breaking the chains of economic slavery. A day of discussion,
debate and workshops. 11am-5.30pm at South Camden
Community School. Booking essential at: 
www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/book 

MAY

11 – 13 - SchNEWS Alternative Media Conference, Brighton.
Gathering of independent media with discussions, screenings,
stalls, practical workshops, plus the obligatory messy party on the
Saturday night.  Please contact well beforehand if you need accom-
modation. At the Cowley Club, 12 London Rd, Brighton. For
updates watch the SchNEWS website: www.schnews.org.uk.

The diary is also online. Check out www.corporatewatch.org to
keep up-to-date!
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CW’S SHOP IS NOW OPEN!
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The campaign to defend Europe's vastest
wilderness continues. Iceland, with its
vast geothermal and megahydro possibil-
ities, has potential for becoming a new
frontier for energy craving industrial
moguls in times of increasing energy
scarcity and insecurity.  

So what's wrong with megahydro?  It's
technically a 'renewable' source and sure-
ly it's clean in that it utilises the power of
water rather than fossil fuels.  Not so,
large dams have dramatic consequences.
Ecosystems are destroyed and  numer-
ous people are made homeless, often
without adequate  resettlement. There
has not been much research into the con-
tributions that  large-scale hydro-electrici-
ty has upon climate change.  

During the summer of  2005 and 2006 the
Saving Iceland campaign protested
against the Kárahnjúkar hydroelectric
dam project.  This controversial project

was being built purely to fuel ALCOA's
aluminium smelter using renewable ener-
gy (to make aluminium vital for planes -
spot the irony here anyone?).   The cam-
paign is now stepping up to bring industri-
alisation of Iceland to a halt. 

Stopping industrialisation  and ecological
destruction of the last unspoilt country in
the west  would be a major strategic victo-
ry and a new incentive for a global move-
ment against industrialisation and eco-
cide.  On the 6th July another camp in
Iceland will commence as new plans for
dams, power plants, smelters and other
heavy industry need to be stopped. 

Some of the companies involved in flood-
ing Iceland for profit include corporations
such as: aluminium giants ALCOA and
ALCAN, Italian engineering group
Impregilo (also a target of the successful
Ilisu Dam campaign), Bechtel, Barclays
and Mott McDonald. 

Campaigners experienced a rare moment
of good news when the government  -
here's the shock - actually did something
praiseworthy. In October, Britain pressed
for a treaty to control the arms trade at the
UN. They were backed by a large 
majority of countries. 

Unfortunately, this is only
the first step towards a
treaty. Negotiations will be
slow and it's unlikely to be
put to a vote before 2009.
It's a frustratingly long wait
whilst untold billions are
being poured into the war
on terror.  Well, there's got
to be winners somewhere,
but the arms industry would
never be so tactless to say
it. So let's say it for them -
it's a fantastic time to be in
the arms business!   Of
course, the companies like
to distance themselves from
the end use of their products
because the arms industry
isn't about killing or maiming
or any of that unpleasant
stuff, oh no; it's about creat-
ing wealth and valued engi-
neering jobs: jobs for people
who live near you.

That's how it is here in
Wolverhampton, we're
doing quite nicely from it,
thank you very much.   The
council proudly states: 'Wolverhampton
has the largest cohort of aerospace relat-
ed companies in the Midland region',
including a large number of smaller engi-
neering firms supply parts and back-up
services to the big players too.

With most manufacturing leaching
abroad, you can understand why the
council wants to hang on to the jobs.
Roger Lawrence, the council leader and
board member of AWM, explains, 'aero-
space provides significant wealth creation
and…employment opportunities to the
local community'.   OK, that's true, but
aren't they worried about the dirtier side of
the business: corruption, cosying up to
dictators, human rights abuses and aiding
repression? 

Wolverhampton's companies don't make
armaments; they just work on civil aircraft.

The involvement of local companies in the
military side of aerospace is not marginal.
For example, Smiths Aerospace (current-
ly being taken over by GE-Aviation, a sub-
sidiary of General Electric) say, 'our aero-
space division is now performing
well…Sales of defence equipment were
60% of the total'.   

There are currently two massive projects
in Wolverhampton.  One is the Joint Strike
Fighter (JSF). Three big local companies
are involved in its development: Smiths
Aerospace, Goodrich and HS Marston
(part of United Technologies Corp). But
other countries with more dubious human
rights records are also involved in JSF's
production, including Turkey and Israel.
The second project is the Eurofighter
Typhoon, again Smiths and Goodrich con-
tributed to the plane. This was regarded
as a 'legitimate arms project' ; a joint
scheme between western democracies.
However, the UK government ruined this
with the now infamous BAe Systems deal
with Saudi Arabia, worth £10 billion, and
the quashing of a corruption investigation
in the process.

The above are examples of locally based

firms with a stake in arms industry.
Regional development agency Advantage
West Midlands (AWM) and the council
positively encourages more aerospace
companies to settle here.   AWM have
already had trips to the USA and Europe
to entice more major arms firms over
here.   A couple of years ago, AWM

launched a PR offensive.
They set up and funded an
industry lobby group, the
Midlands Aerospace Alliance,
for a tidy £1.5 million.   AWM
chipped in half of this, with the
other half coming from their
counterparts in the East
Midlands Development
Agency.   AWM's own budget
to promote the aerospace
cluster is £2.4 million over
three years. The govern-
ment's generous support to
the arms business is already
well known, but it's still a sur-
prise to find it carrying down
to local level. 

The local authority and busi-
nesses have been dazzled by
the billions on offer.   Labour
Councillor Lawrence enthus-
es that, 'Aerospace has all the
qualities we in
Wolverhampton are looking to
encourage'.  The by-products
of corruption, repression,
killing and climate damage
are conveniently overlooked.

The council also propose to rebrand
Wolverhampton as the 'Home of
Aerospace' and seem to think that this will
give the city a sleek, hi-tech, James Bond
image that will attract people to live here.
They don't acknowledge the need to curb
the immoral practices of the business.

How do attempts to expand local arms
manufacturing fit in with government
efforts to clamp down on the seedier side
of the arms trade? The local economy will
increasingly be tied into the war economy,
and the war on terror is predicted to last a
generation. It's bad news for the world,
but apparently good news for the prosper-
ity of this city. 
Peace on earth? No thanks. Here we'll be
praying for continued conflict.

WOLVES WILL FLY
Over in Wolverhampton, England's Capital of Aerospace, the economy is booming.

Local, Carl Galley, assesses the bright side of the arms industry.

The struggle to protect Iceland's 
wilderness.  Jaap Krater reports.DAMMED PROJECT

BY CHRIS GRIMSHAW

On 13th February, British Energy, the
operator of most of the UK's nuclear
power stations announced that it was
looking for partners to help it build a new
generation of nuclear power stations at
existing nuclear sites in the UK.
Announcements  from a number of
companies seemed imminent. Two days
later a High Court judge found that the
government's public consultation over
nuclear power was a sham, forcing them
to promise a re-run of the consultation,
which will set plans back by months.

Next month Corporate Watch will
release a new report examining the
British nuclear industry.  In it we survey
an industry that, throughout its fifty year

history, has consistently failed to live up
to its own predictions. 

The general problems associated with
nuclear power are well known (and still
largely unresolved). Our report does not
focus on these familiar issues but
instead aims to provide  an overview of
the British nuclear industry, and the con-
struction and engineering companies
that might win contracts to build new
power stations.  This is essential in eval-
uating proposals for a new generation of
reactors. Our report will be informative
for the general reader and help cam-
paigners to devise strategies against Nu
Labour's nuclear plans.

The report reveals an industry with a
long history of hype and disappoint-

ment. We describe the current state of
plans for new build nuclear power; pro-
file the industry and its key  companies,
those most likely to profit from new reac-
tors; outline the history of broken prom-
ises; and reveal an industry that will,
most likely, be unable to deliver on its
promises  once again.

The industry has tremendous political
clout, with many friends in government
and business, but little public support. It
has tremendous weaknesses, from its
appalling history of incompetence and
dishonesty, its proven vulnerabilities to
environmental campaigns, to its deeply
unstable finances. It is an industry that
can and must be rejected, in favour of a
sane and sustainable energy 
infrastructure.

EDITORIAL: THE BILLION DOLLAR BLUNDER
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THREE MYTHS ALONG THE

HIGH TECH TRAIL
Philosopher Gene Sage is aghast at the 'speed mania' culture of electronic technology in the United States

The need for speed pervades our whole
culture, from fast food to pharmaceuticals.
Investors demand a quick return, so busi-
nesses run at a frenetic pace and high
speed technology is an integral part of this
scenario; a computer and a zoomy inter-
net connection is now essential to keep
pace.  The electronics industry is a prime
example of fast growing business.  Having
only developed some 30 years old, it now
plays an essential role in the Information
Age.  Amid all this speed, slow down for a
moment or two and consider three myths
about this new high tech ingredient in our
culture.

Myth Number One:
The high tech indus-
try is a clean industry.  

High tech corporations are not associated
with black smoke and soot belching from
chimneys.  Mobile phones are the icon of
the wireless age; small, innocuous tools
that are constantly diminishing in size
while enlarging their potency in their
unique new realm - cyberspace.

However, computers, mobile phones and
their kin contain heavy metals such as
lead and mercury which damage both the
environment and human health.  These
devices are increasing exponentially and
it's disturbing that only 10% of them get
recycled.  The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), the US government's envi-
ronmental research and regulatory body,
estimated that 40% of the lead in landfills

is from discarded
electronics.

Computer monitor glass contains lead -
from landfills this leaches into the water,
and then into fish, animals, and humans.
Even in low concentrations, lead causes
neurological damage to children and
adults.  Mercury is also used in many of
these devices - including the new liquid
crystal display screens - again its toxic
properties are pervasive.

The high tech industry is not clean.  What
makes high tech products unusual, and
ominous, is their increasing numbers,
their short life span before disposal, and
their low recycle rate.  E-waste has been
touted as 'the world's fastest growing and
potentially most dangerous waste prob-
lem.'

Myth Number Two:
The new European
Union standards for
electronics will cure
all

The EU's Waste Electronic and Electrical
Equipment (WEEE) and Restriction on
Certain Hazardous Materials (RoHS)
directives will soon become universal;
phasing out hazardous material and
requiring computers, mobile phones etc.
to be recycled.  

The EU goals include visions of a day
when lead and mercury are illegal and all
computers are recycled.  US companies,
wanting to produce electronics that sell
worldwide, would need to set up policies
and goals to meet the EU standards and
phase out hazardous materials.  There
will be some real progress, no doubt.  But
who will

monitor
the day-to-day reali-

ties of mass-production
and recycling?  The EU can-

not hope to monitor such a vast
and fast growing business.  

Recycling of electronics is labour
intensive, and poses a problem, it's
unlikely that big electronics corpo-
rations will establish their own in-
house recycling departments.
The WEEE and RoHS directives

allow manufacturers to designate a 'third
party' recycler, but on this score the
American experience is shady at best.
The UNICOR programme (a US federal
prisons scheme) uses inmates to remove
parts from computers for a pittance with-
out adequate training or protection (i.e.
gloves, goggles, masks).  The same sce-
nario holds in India and China where com-
puters exported from the US are often dis-
mantled by under-aged workers. 

Myth Number Three:
The only way to solve
environmental and
health impact issues
is through reform

State solutions regarding environmental
and health impacts of electronic technolo-
gy is a worthy ideal and displays logic.
However, the present situation in the US
is a patchwork of wildly different policies
and practices.   A uniform, comprehensive
federal plan is what we need, but the 'land
of the free' is a topsy-turvy place.  

In recent history, environmental issues
have not been a top priority and the feder-
al government is the last body to take
responsibility for environmental concerns.
The most effective approaches have been
through the actions of grassroots cam-
paigners.  A more reformist approach has
been taken by mayors of several US cities
to make real commitments to curb global
warming despite federal apathy; states
like California are miles ahead of the fed-
eral government where 'ground-breaking
legislation...will impose the nation's tough-
est controls on global warming pollution.'

The new EU standards will help, but they
are not a panacea.  A close watch is need-
ed on all levels, from the grassroots to
federal, and international levels. Ironically,
it is through the electronic tools of the
Information Age that we can co-ordinate
our efforts.

Gene Sager is a philosopher
based at Palomar College,
San Marcos, California

Nu Nukes

Lockheed Martin also specialises in
nuclear weapons and will benefit from the
UK government's push for a renewal of
Trident - the UK's 'Weapons of Mass
Destruction'.  In its website, Lockheed
Martin comments on the 'special relation-
ship between the United States
and United Kingdom has led to
a large number of alliances
in both defence and com-
mercial programmes'.
Customers include:
the Royal Navy, UK
air traffic control. 

Lockheed Martin
manages Atomic
W e a p o n s
Establishment (AWE),
the UK government's
national security.  
AWE Management Ltd is a
partnership between Lockheed
Martin, Serco and British Nuclear
Fuels (BNFL).  It runs: AWE Aldermaston
and AWE Burghfield.  It also administers
AWE Blacknest in Brimpton, which runs
seismological tests to replicate 'nuclear
quakes'.   All companies are based in

Berkshire, run on behalf of the Ministry of
Defence, and policed by MOD cops.  

Lockheed Martin's Trident system is
researched and built at AWE Aldermaston
with the final assembly taking place at
AWE Burghfield.  Trident is then transport-
ed to different nuclear ports around the

country.  HMNB Clyde at
Faslane in Scotland is

home to four
Vanguard class

nuclear sub-
m a r i n e s .
Each sub-
marine can
carry up to
16 Trident
m i s s i l e s ,
each missile

can carry up
to six nuclear

warheads -
each capable of

striking different tar-
gets. One Trident nuclear

warhead is eight times more pow-
erful than the bomb that destroyed
Hiroshima and killed over 100,000 in
1945.

MORE INFORMATION:

www.blockthebuilders.com

campaign to halt the build-
ing of the ORION laser at
AWE Aldermaston, that will
test the next generation of
nuclear weapons

www.faslane365.org

year-long attempt to shut
the nuclear base in
Faslane, Scotland

... news can always be
found at online at 
www.corporatewatch.org

W ild Peak is a group of environmental and social change

activists raising money to buy a property with land in

Derbyshire to provide low-impact, tenant-managed housing

and affordable workshop space.

W e are a fully mutual housing co-op, run by our members

and committed to ethical, not-for-profit principles and

ecologically appropriate land management. 

W e are gathering initial finance for the project and looking for
loans from individual investors and organisations to 

supplement a mortgage and loan from Radical Routes 

secondary co-op.

If you are interested in investing in

W ild Peak (at up to 4% interest),

contact us at:

W ild Peak Housing Co-op

3 Granby View

Smalldale

Bradwell

Hope Valley

S33 5JQ

0845 345 1623

wildpeakcoop@yahoo.co.uk



A senior director at the   National Society
for the Protection of Children (NSPCC)
has denied claims that a major new
database set up to monitor children
and young people is not fit for pur-
pose.  However, thanks to infor-
mation from an insider,
Corporate Watch has been
made aware of a potentially dis-
asterous computer system
being used to deal with sensi-
tive information from vulnera-
ble. 

NSPCC staff have registered
complaints detailing extensive
problems over regarding with the
Children's Recording Information
System (CRIS).  CRIS is designed
to record and electronically store
information relating to a wide range of
service activities" CRIS is designed to
electronically hold and store all informa-
tion collected by the Services for Children
and Young People (SCYP) section of the
NSPCC on one database.  The SCYP is
the section which deals directly with the
NSPCC's core remit - protecting children,
young people and families.

CRIS was designed by BancTec, a firm
specialising in providing IT for financial
and commercial organisations; it was
brought after a short testing period as a
'big bang' rollout, with the entirety of the
NSPCC going online with it at the same
time. 

The new system was part of the NSPCC's
response to the Victoria Climbié  inquiry
where social workers failed to noticed that
the eight-year had considerably suffered
from neglect and physical abuse which
led up to her death ini 2000.  Social work-
ers had not noticed any of this abuse due
to poor monitoring systems in place[*
climbie from nat archives].  At the time,
the NSPCC severely reprimanded the
service for failures in communication and
a lack of joined-up information in the
months leading to Climbie's death. 

It seems that NSPCC has had difficulties
keeping its own house in order in terms of
monitoring.  Our insider informed us that
there has been a range of initial com-
plaints in the last two months on the com-
pany intranet regarding CRIS including:

·Time wasted due to slow service;
some users complaining of entire
mornings waiting to load simple files

·Lost recordings

·Staff needing to keep backups on
paper, effectively running two systems
for one job (CRIS is supposed to min-
imise the need for paper files)

·Increased staff workload
·Search system behaving erratically,
and crucially it can give wrong results

·Search missing some cases entirely,
for example one of two brothers 
disappearing

·Inability to properly attribute case
notes of volunteers

· Hard drive shutdowns preventing 
saving of work.

In the period between October and
November last year, internal emails from
people working with the system conclud-
ed CRIS was 'dangerous' and 'unwork-
able'.

In December, inputters complained that
cases are still 'stuck' in the system. One

commenter said, 
'The bottom line for me is that, apart from
the functionality issues, CRIS is clearly

not fit for purpose as a case-
work recording and management

tool.'

Yet two releases of CRIS, in late
December and also in early
January, have failed to improve
matters, according to our
source. They said, 

'In some cases the system

won't take two people working

on it at the same time in the

same office and it crashes.

There's new special measures

in place and people have gone

back to using paper records. It

won't be back until February, and

that's official policy.  People are say-

ing they have spent half a day to do

one entry. In terms of the day-to-day sys-

tem it seems to be worse since the

[January] release. And it's still not

properly searchable, people are looking

for things they have put in themselves

and it's not showing up. The most recent

talk is of a boycott of the system.'

When questioned on this, Wes Cuell,
director of services for children and young
people, denies the system is failing. Cuell,
who in an October email said he would
'take personal responsibility' for any tech-
nical problems with the system said, 

'There were concerns in the first few

weeks about CRIS that data wasn't being

found but that's not the case now. We

are very confident that the data is reli-

able... We have a lot of people saying it

works really well now and some saying

its still got problems.  We are increasing-

ly looking at people rather than the soft-

ware and some people have got them-

selves into a bit of a mindset that CRIS

won't work properly. But we do have a 

lot of people saying it's a big improve-

ment."

However, in a message to the internal list
from 18th January, handed over by our
insider disagrees that it is inputter prob-
lems and points out that one search
brought up three pages of names that
could not be put into alphabetical order
because of a glitch in the system, a prob-
lem confirmed by a support officer who
noted it was 'not currently working'.

From being involved in the US militarisation and domination of space, to
managing the UK's nuclear weapons establishments.  Lockheed Martin's in
for pocketing some easy money.
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A potential high-tech disaster is present at the largest UK Children's Charity.
Rob Ray reports.

WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON?
THE LOWDOWN ON LOCKHEED MARTIN

Trouble Vision?
Two decades ago the then president
Reagan unveiled his Strategic Defence
Initiative (commonly referred to as
'Star Wars'), this was was originally
intended to be a defence against
nuclear ballistic missiles.  In
1997, the US government
unleashed Vision 2020, a tem-
plate for 'dominating the space
dimension of military opera-
tions to protect US interests
and investment', and also for
the evolution of global warfare
- sorry - 'defence' technology.
This has been dubbed in the US
as Mutually Assured Destruction,
or MAD; global suicide through
nuclear annihilation.

Ten years later, this terrifying vision
of a US domination of empyrean is still
present as lobbying by the 
military-industrial complex is using
the force to deliver another form of
nuclear-flavoured Star Wars.
Multinational Monitor, the US-based
corporate-critical research group,
reported on the National Institute for
Public Policy (NIPP), a right-wing
lobby group.  NIPP recommended
that the US government: develop 'a
new generation of "usable" lower-
yield nuclear weapons, [expand] the
U.S. nuclear "hit list" and [expand] the
set of scenarios in which nuclear weapons
may be used.'

And it will be military-industrial corpora-
tions who will boldly wow governments
with designing and building weapons that
shock, awe and kill. At the front of them all
is Lockheed Martin and this company
seems to be looking at huge profits from
the US nukes-in-space drive

Boombastic!
If the US government wants to 'get the job
done' in conflict then it turns to Lockheed
Martin, the largest arms manufacturer in
the world.  In 2006, its overall annual
turnover was $37,213.0m dollars, 98% of
that revenue was from defence
($36,465.0m).  If you'd like any more proof
of Lockheed's global dominance, in 2006
it was ranked the 52nd most profitable
American corporation by the Fortune 500,

the
annual ranking of

America's largest corporations.

Lockheed Martin boasts that 80% of its
customers are from the US with the
majority of its business 'with the US
Department of Defense (DOD)...federal
government agencies...[and it is] the
largest provider of IT services, systems
integration, and training to the US
Government'.  The remaining portion of its
business is comprised of international
government, and some commercial sales
of products and services.

Lockheed Martin specialises in: aeronau-
tics (research, design, and manufacture of
aircraft), electronics, information systems
and technology, and space systems; the
latter which is worth approximately ‘$7.9

billion...[including] space launch, commer-
cial satellites, government satellites, and
strategic missiles’.  

The mocking chant of "We know
who's side we're on" sounds like a

jibe from days of playground poli-
tics -  it's the corporation's motto.
Lockheed Martin's 'sides'
include human-rights busting
countries such as Israel,
Turkey and Saudi Arabia.
Back in 1997, investigative
journalist site MotherJones
semi-joked that Lockheed's
primary customers were
'everyone'.

Space: The Final
Frontier?

In 2006, Lockheed Martin won a five-
year $448.86m contract extension
with NASA to build a new space-
ship.  This comfortably links in with
Bush's US space exploration pro-

gramme to ultimately return humans
to the moon.  Lockheed Martin
declares that it 'supports virtually
every NASA mission that leaves [the]
planet ...[its] space-operations sup-
port includes [developing and test-
ing] everything from flight hard-
ware,...procedures to experiments'.

But the company's space exploration
programme is the shallow surface of a

deeper mission in space exploitation.

Lockheed Martin's space systems compa-
ny is part of the United Space Alliance
(USA)  which is joint-owned by the com-
pany and fellow arms and aviation compa-
ny, Boeing.  Lockheed's space projects
include communication satellite systems,
space shuttle missions, mining (with USA
and NASA).  Its military capabilities
include: global positioning satellite (GPS:
the system that car-friendly, directions-
giving SatNav uses), space based
infrared missile warning system, and
Milstar - a military satellite communica-
tions system that provides the National
Command Authorities, Department of
Defense and operational forces with jam-
proof communications. 




